
75th Anniversary Commemoration Weekend: Veules-les-Roses 
 

 
Veules- les- Roses is due south of Newhaven on the Normandy coast.  In mid June 1940 Veules les 
Roses had its own Dunkerque experience when Rommel’s troops trapped the 51st Highland Division 
in the village, on the beach, and on rocks at the foot of the cliffs. Most of them were captured, but 110 
men were rescued by a flotilla of brave Newhaven fishermen, who during the rescue missions were 
themselves saved from annihilation by a sea-fog.  
 
It was to remember those killed in action in Veules that a party of us joined our friends in France for a 
day of remembrance and moving ceremonies; amongst us were Charles Anson in his official capacity 
as Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Sussex and Michael Ann OBE, retired Deputy Lord Lieutenant. It was 
due to the initiative and drive of our chairwoman, June Goodfield PhD, that serving officers and men 
of the 51stHighland Division/ 7Scots regiment, were invited to join us from their headquarters in Perth.  

 
After the unveiling of a 
memorial at the Mairie 
dedicated to the civilians who 
died in the conflicts in Veules, 
the Pipes and Drums of the 
Black Watch, together with the 
Normandy Pipes and Drums 
Band both resplendent in full 
ceremonial dress, led us up the 
hill to the simple war graves in 
the village cemetery; it was a 
truly inspiring sight and sound. 
The soldiers were led by their 
Battalion Commander Lt Col 
Piers Strudwick, Capt. Charles 
Grant, together with the Queen 

Mother’s former Piper and Capt. Grant’s father, Brigadier Grant (retired), and with high-ranking 
officers of the French Army and Navy.  
 
In the cemetery, opposite each headstone stood a Scottish soldier and beside him a local child; each 
soldier read the name of his dead forbear and laid a red rose on the grave, followed by the child who 
laid a poppy which they had each made at school. It was a grey overcast day but as the Last Post 
sounded, the clouds cleared , the sun broke through as the ceremony was brought to an end with the 
moving hymn Amazing Grace played by the Scottish Pipe Band.  
  
Capt. Derek Lang was one of the officer in Veules on June 12th 1940. His account of that day, of the 
chaos, death, injury and the humiliation of capture, is fascinating and moving reading. He escaped 
twice and made his way to Cairo where he met his wife to be.  He was decorated and rose to high 

 

 



rank.  His daughter, grandson & 
wife, and their children were all 
present on the pathway to the cliff 
top where a plaque in his memory 
was unveiled.  
 
On the cliff top with its solitary 
landward facing gun, the flags of 
Britain and France were blowing in 
the wind, as two plaques were 
unveiled commemorating the British 
and French who lost their lives on 
the beaches below us. Amongst 
many who spoke of the sacrifice 
made for our freedom was a 
message from the Queen read by 
Charles Anson. 
 The event ended when a group of 
local children launched white 
balloons into the blue sky, each bearing the name of one of the fallen. The large gathering watched in 
silence as they disappeared from view. 
 
This day of remembrance in Veules- les- Roses ended with a reception and dinner for 250 guests and 
after many speeches which spoke of the need for friendship and unity, Piers Strudwick, the Battalion 
Commander spoke of the value of the European Union, of Britain within it, of an undivided United 
Kingdom, and the friendship between peoples of differing nationalities. He also shared with us the 
advice given to young recruits. 
 ”The most important decision a soldier makes in his army career is the woman he asks to be his 
wife.” 
 
 On Sunday we were entertained informally by our hosts and had the opportunity once again to 
experience Veules- les- Roses from the air courtesy of our personal twinning pilot, Francois Marinier. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our thanks to so many on both sides of the channel, the French, the Scots and the English who 
worked so hard to make it such a special occasion. This is what twinning is all about, unity and 
friendship and common goals and so many smiling faces. What a fabulous weekend! We will have to 
work hard to ensure that our welcome is equally warm when they come to us on the first weekend of 
October.  
Want to join us Tel. 01323890373, or jeannecash@gmail.com for details 

 

 


